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Historical enquiry
History progression of skills Progression Roadmap

•Asks a range of 

questions about the past. 

Evaluates and gives reasons for 

the usefulness and accuracy of 

different sources of evidence.
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YEAR 
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EYFS Nursery

Secondary 
School

Year 
5

•Uses printed sources, the internet, 

pictures, photos, music, artefacts, 

historic buildings and visits to 

collect information about the past.

•Selects 

reliable sources 

of evidence to 

answer 

questions.

•Confidently uses documents, 

printed sources, the internet, 

databases, pictures, photos, 

music, artefacts, historic 

buildings and visits to collect 

information about the past.

•Knows the difference 

between primary and 

secondary sources of 

evidence.

•Finds answers to simple 

questions about the past 

from sources of 

information (eg. pictures, 

stories)

Can estimate the ages 

of people by studying 

and describing their 

features.

Year 2 skills

Year 1 skills

Year 3 skills

Year 4 skills 

Year 5 skills

Year 6 skills

•Can explain own opinions 

about historical events using 

evidence from a range of 

sources.

•Identifies and uses 

different sources of 

information and 

artefacts.

Nursery/ EYFS skills

• can develop an understanding of 

growth, decay and changes over time 

(the world 3050m)

•Looks carefully at pictures 

or objects to find 

information about the past.

• Children know about 

similarities and differences 

between themselves, others, 

and families, and 

communities and traditions.

•Asks and answers 

questions such as: ’what was 

it like for a ….?’, ‘what 

happened in the past?’, ‘how 

long ago did …. happen?’, 

•Asks questions such as ‘how did 

people ….? What did people do for 

….?’
•Suggests sources of 

evidence to use to help 

answer questions

•Understands the need for evidence and 

uses documents, printed sources, the 

internet, databases, pictures, photos, 

music, artefacts, historic buildings and 

visits to collect information about the past.

•Asks 

questions 

such as 

‘what was it 

like for a 

…… during 

……?’.

•Suggests sources of evidence from a 

selection provided to use to help 

answer questions..

•Understands and can explain 

that there is often not a single 

answer to historical questions.

•Selects the most appropriate 

source of evidence for 

particular tasks and justifies 

choice. 
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