
St Bernadette’s Newsletter 

January 2022. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope that you all are feeling rested and Mrs Blackburn and I are looking forward to welcoming the children back for the exciting term ahead. Mr 
Robinson is also keen to teach the children in the afternoons as he did before. 
 
We continue to have high expectations for the children in Year Two and aim for them to make excellent progress in their learning and to develop 
their learning skills, feel happy, motivated and safe at school.  
 

Reading:   
Reading continues to have a high priority. We will continue with the system of changing reading books every Tuesday and Friday. If your child has 
finished the book they have been given then it is important that during the following days they should reread it and discuss the content and 
vocabulary to ensure complete understanding. Children should read their reading book at home every day for 10 minutes and I ask that parents 
sign the Reading Record each time. 
 
 I hope that the Reading Olympiad is completed more fully this term. Not many of the children participated in the activities which was 
disappointing so hopefully the children will be more inclined to participate this term and further develop their love of reading. I have altered some 
of the challenges so that more children could achieve the rewards. The children are welcome to borrow books from the school library to share at 
home if needed. 
 

Spellings: 
 The children will have a spelling test every Friday and will also be given a list of spellings to practise ready for a test the following Friday. These 
words will be a mixture of words met in Phonics lessons and from the Year 2 Common exception word lists. Please encourage your child to practise 
writing the words each day where possible and to pay attention to accuracy and handwriting. The words will be in different groups and your child 
will be told which words they have been asked to learn. 
 

Maths: 
Congratulations to the children who have passed some of the Number Bond assessment tasks. We will continue to work on these as the need to 
practise number bonds is crucial in many areas of Maths and the children should be using the Numbots website to assist with their learning. Where 
possible, please could you ensure that the website is available so that your child to able to practise at home? Also, we will be focusing on the 
multiplication tables and the doodle website is a valuable tool to assist with this.  
 

P.E. 
 The class P.E. lessons will continue to be on Tuesday each week and for the moment, this means that the children will need to wear their kit to 
school on Tuesdays as well as on Thursdays as last term. May I remind you that it will be essential that your child has the appropriate clothing for 
outdoor activities as the weather can be variable in the coming months? As much as possible the P.E. lessons will be outside. 
 

Classroom essentials: 

 Please ensure that your child has wellington boots in school every day as it is likely they will need to play on the field so that social 
distancing can continue to happen.  

 All children need to have a named water bottle each day for use in the classroom. 

 Please name all clothing, even just pen written on the label helps! 

 If someone new is picking up your child, please notify us beforehand or on the day, so that we can release your child into their care. 

Homework: 
As well as regular reading and the learning of spellings, Power Projects sheets will be sent home so that if your child wishes to do extra work at 
home then this will be rewarded in House Points and raffle tickets. This could be in the form of a poster, information page, booklet, a PowerPoint, 
making a model or any other way that is suitable. These activities can be fun and recently many parents have found learning with their child can be 
enjoyable too. 
 

Also, if you have not yet signed up, the Doodle website is a good way to help with areas of learning and it demonstrates how learning can be fun 
with a great system of rewards in place. There are Dojo points that could be earned weekly and wristbands for different areas of learning. The 
children should be using Doodle for ten minutes at least twice a week.  I hope to see more children choosing to access the website soon.  
 

 

Dojo: 
The messaging on Dojo worked well last term and so, as parents are unable to come into the school grounds, it is still a good way of communicating. 
If you have not already joined, please would you reconsider as it is advantageous for all of us? 
 
 

Yours faithfully, 

Carol Clarke 


