
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are the Americas amazing? Year 6 

  

 

Essential Knowledge 

  

  

  

 

By the end of this geographical enquiry, our children will... 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

• Gain knowledge and understanding of the climate in Brazil 

• Study the push and pull factors and how this affects urbanization 

• Investigate the similarities and differences between the lives of young people in different 
parts of Rio de Janeiro 

• Explore the lives of the indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest and the ecological 
threats facing tribes and the impact of human intervention within rainforests 

• Investigate the cultural, physical and human diversity in Brazil 

• Describe and understand the similarities and differences between South American 
countries and the UK 

• Study longitude and latitude and use this to calculate time difference between the UK and 
the countries in South America and also explain how it affects climate 

• Describe and understand the terms human and physical geography 

• Use maps, atlases and globes to name and locate countries and cities and describe city 
features 

• Use the eight points of a compass, four and six figure grid references, symbols and key to 
build their knowledge of the world  

• Use atlases to locate the tropics 
  

  

 
Impact  Implementation 

  

Intent  

  The country study of Brazil and other South 

American countries will be new to our children.  

Our children need to understand the 

similarities and differences of a country beyond 

their immediate environment.   

This theme builds on their previous study of 

continents and  countries around the world by 

increasing their geographical study of a North 

American and South American country and 

increase understanding of longitude and 

latitude.   

 

Knowledge organisers will be used in order to support the 

children in the retrieval of facts and knowledge  

Children in our school are keen to do geographical learning and 

engage passionately in the study of foreign countries.   

Our children need to have an all-encompassing approach to the 

theme we are learning and South America will feature in our 

artwork, our English writing, our DT and further curriculum 

study.  

Children will take their learning to the school community in the 

form of assemblies and parents in celebration events such as a 

South American Feast and Carnival Parade.  

 

The children’s response, engagement and 

enthusiasm for homework (POWer Projects) will be 

a significant indicator of the topic’s success.  

Children will be assessed for understanding through 

assessment of their writing, DT, Maths etc. and how 

confidently and accurately they apply their 

geographical knowledge.  

The children will learn about longitude and latitude 

and the associated grid references. They will be 

able to describe the physical and human features, 

climate and cultural diversity of Brazil and compare 

and contrast them to the UK.  

 



Are the Americas amazing? 

ENGLISH MATHS 

Non-Fiction – Explanation  
Our Science topic will be the focus of our explanation writing as we will be studying the role of the 
blood and explaining its purpose and function in the body. The children will use appropriate text 
features such as diagrams, chronological order, technical language and shift in formality and they will 
consider language features such as passive voice, nominalisation, generalisation, parenthesis, range 
of sentence structures and questions tags.  
 
Non-Fiction – Letters 
We will be using our text ‘The Promise’ to inspire our persuasive letter writing, building on the features 
we looked at last term which include: layout, salutations, opening and closing statements and the use 
of supported arguments.  
 
Non-Fiction – Comparison Report   
We will compare and contrast on various extreme survival stories from around the globe. They will 
draw upon similar themes that emerge, draw comparisons and construct an informed ‘Compare and 
Contrast Reflection’.  
 
Fiction – Fiction  
‘The Promise’ will also inspire our own narrative writing as we compose our own sequel to the story, 
adopting the cycling approach. We will look at character changes throughout the story, consider the 
use of figurative language to aid description and study how the author builds mood, themes and 
atmosphere with words.  
 
Fiction – Short-burst writing  
We will use ‘Orphans of the Tide’ to inspire our work on interior monologues and flashback sequences 
as we work on the new descriptive techniques learned from the author Struan Murray such as pathetic 
fallacy, use of opposites, highlighting stillness and permanency whilst employing familiar writing 
techniques such as personification and other figurative language techniques.   
 
Poetry  
Our poetry will focus on the environmental aspect of our topic in protecting the rainforest. We will write 
haikus based on preservation and conservation themes and use the haiku structure and carefully 
considered emotive vocabulary with repetition and the use of idioms in their description.  

Fractions 
Use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to express fractions in the same 
denomination 
Simplifying fractions and equivalent fractions, also placing them on number lines 
Compare and order fractions 
Add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers, using equivalents 
Multiply and divide fractions by integers and other fractions using correct methods 
Fractions of amounts (including finding the whole from an amount) 
Converting Units 
Converting and calculating with metric measures 
Use imperial measures 
Convert between miles and kilometres 
Number: Decimals  
Identify the value of each digit in numbers given to three decimal places and multiply numbers by 10, 100 
and 1000 giving answers up to 3dp.  Multiply one-digit numbers with up to 2dp by whole numbers.  Use 
written division methods in cases where the answer has up to two decimal places.  Solve problems that 
require answers to be rounded to specified degrees of accuracy. 
Number – Percentages 
Solving problems involving the calculation of percentages and the use of percentages for comparison; 
Recall and use equivalences between fractions, decimals and percentages in different contexts 
Number – Algebra 
Use simple formulae and express missing number problems algebraically; Find pairs of numbers that 
satisfy equation with two unknowns; Enumerate possibilities of combinations of two variables 
Number – Ratio 
Solve problems involving the following: relative sizes of two quantities using multiplication and division 
facts; where the scale factor can be used or found and unequal sharing using fractions and multiples 
Measurement  
Use, read, write and convert between standard units, converting lengths, mass, volume and time using 
decimal notation to 3dp; convert between miles and kilometres; recognise when to use formulae for area 
and volume of shapes; calculate the area of triangles and parallelograms and calculate, estimate and 
compare volume of cubes and cuboids using standard units. 
Statistics 
Understand how data is represented on line graphs and dual bar charts; read and interpret pie charts 
including working with pie charts and percentages; draw pie charts; find and calculate the mean from sets 
of data  
 

SCIENCE RE 

Changing Circuits 
In this topic, we will use recognised symbols for electrical circuits, compare and give reasons for 
variations in how components function and associate brightness of a lamp or volume of a buzzer with 
the number and voltage of cells used in the circuit. 
Light: How we see things 
We will look at how light travels and taking a closer look at the eye and how it works and incorporating 
shadow work.  
Fuel for Life 
We will identify and name the main parts of the human circulatory system, and explain the functions of 
the heart, blood vessels and blood. We will recognise the impact of diet; exercise and lifestyle have on 
the way their bodies function.  

Revelation & Lent & Holy Week 
During the topic of Revelation, the children will look at the personal relationship St. Paul enjoyed with God 
and we will study the gospel text, Matthew 28 to consider what is meant by ‘Apostolic Tradition’.  
The means by which we prepare for Easter will be explored in depth through the teachings of Jesus in the 
parable of ‘The Rich Man and Lazarus’ and the account of the Samaritan woman at the well.  
During Holy Week, the children will also consider what happened in the Garden of Gethsemane and the 
denial of Peter.  
Advent 
This unit provides a further detail on the nature of the Messiah who is to come. The parables we study will 
show the preparation for the coming of God’s Kingdom. 

 

 

 



 

GEOGRAPHY 

The diverse and unique culture of Brazil will be the focus as we study the human and 
physical features of this country before placing it within the context of South America. We 
will investigate the urban and rural differences of life in Brazil and compare it to life in the 
UK. We will also study the lines of longitude and latitude and how this helps to understand 
and calculate time difference around the world.  
 

 

PE COMPUTING 

Fitness: Circuit Training  
We will master basic movements within a sequence of moves using increased accuracy, 
as well as develop balance, agility, co-ordination and overall stamina and fitness. This will 
link to a health study on the function of the circulatory system.  
Basketball 
Play small-sided competitive games applying dribbling, catching and passing techniques.  
Swimming 
We will return to swimming and continue our learning of using a range of strokes 
effectively and performing safe self-rescue in water.   

Programming: Decompose a program into an algorithm; write increasingly more complex 
algorithms; debugging existing code to explore a problem; use loops; programme using Python 
and use logical thinking to explore software, testing ideas continuously. 
Big Data: Understand why barcodes and QR codes were created; create their own QR codes; 
explain how infrared can be used to transmit a Boolean type signal; explain how RFID works and 
work with spreadsheets to input and present data.  

                                                                        

ART PSHE  

Our art focus for this term is 3D sculpture. We will study the sculpture work of Alberto 
Giacometti and form our own creations using mod-roc. We will also use the rainforest as 
a stimulus to create 3D cardboard scenes.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our value this term will focus on being an active citizen, from our home to our wider world.  
 
In our unit ‘Me, My Body, My Health’, children will learn that celebrating differences between 
people is enriching to a community and know that their self-confidence should arise from being 
loved by God. They will learn about the physical changes that boys and girls go through during 
puberty and how they should respect and take care of their bodies as gifts from God.  

SPANISH  

En el Café  

The children can perform a role play based in a café and can follow the recipe in 

Spanish to make a milkshake! 

 



DT 

We will explore savoury dishes within food and nutrition with cooking from other cultures 
and create a South American feast. We will also use a range of components, materials, 
and tools to assemble moving mechanisms to create Amazon Animal Carnival banners.   
 

MUSIC 

Our children will be learning to create carefully chosen sounds and linear sequences of 

sound. They will recognise and make creative use of the way sounds can be changed, 

organised and controlled, whilst extending their sound vocabulary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


