
 

  

 

Vikings: valiant or vicious? Year 6  

Essential Knowledge 

By the end of this historical enquiry, children will... 

 Understand the modern-day perception of Vikings and stereotypical 
image 

 Position Vikings in the context of time and place on the historical timeline  

 Understand the bad reputation of the Vikings and how this was gained  

 Distinguish between Viking and Saxon accounts of key events and 
consider (un) successful events for Vikings as raiders and conquerors 

 Understand the importance of Danelaw as an area of Viking settlement  

 Study the significance of archaeological evidence and use this to extend 
understanding of historical sources  

 Study Viking settlement  

 Interpret the impact of Vikings and their legacy – were they raiders or 
settlers? Were they vicious or valiant?  

Impact Implementation Intent 

  
This topic is taught in order understand 

the way the Vikings lived and why where 

they came from and their reasons for 

leaving home.  

We study this in order to study Viking 

invasions in England and their settlement 

both as a country and the evidence in our 

local area.  

This theme builds on the knowledge 

children have gained in Year 5 on the 

Anglo-Saxon period, increasing their 

knowledge of a significant period in UK 

history.  

 

We will use a variety of approaches to teach the Viking topic which will feed through our leaning in 

most other subjects as we follow a topic-based approach.  

Children in our school are fascinated by history and immerse themselves in the holistic experience 

we provide as the content of our topic permeates the vast majority of learning in the classroom.  

We have local historical sites from the Viking period which the children can visit and also we have 

fantastic links with a Historian whose area of expertise is rooted in this era and they visit to provide 

costume theme days and provide historical re-enactments on authentic sites from the era.  

Knowledge organisers, a cutaway approach and our dedicated approach to supporting the needs of 

all children, ensure that everyone accesses learning, as we adapt our teaching style and outcomes 

to reflect the individual child.  

We intend to take our learning out to the school community through celebration assemblies and 

through an exit event of a Viking Market place which parents will be invited to. We will also be linking 

with the Year 5 class to re-enact the ‘Battle of Ethandune’ (our local area). Furthermore, the children 

will link with our local independent school to access their secondary-level facilities in order to create 

Viking shields in the D.T department.   

 

 

The children’s response, engagement and 

enthusiasm for homework (POWer Projects) will 

be a significant indicator of the topic’s success.  

Children will be assessed for understanding 

through assessment of their writing, DT, Maths 

etc.  and how confidently and accurately they 

apply their historical knowledge.  

The children will also capitalise on their learning 

and demonstrate it through an end of unit 

‘response piece’ to answer our enquiry-led 

question which will drive our topic forward and 

will allow Year 6 to showcase their learning. 

Gaps will then be assessed and driven forward 

in future historical enquiries and into whole 

school context for future planning. 



Vikings: valiant or vicious? 
ENGLISH MATHS 

Non-Fiction - Motivational Speech  
Using the theme of journeys, we will learn about Ernest Shackleton and 
employ persuasive language techniques to motivate a crew with verbal and 
non-verbal skills.  
 
Non-Fiction – Letters 
Using the text ‘The Arrival’ by Shaun Tan, a wordless migrant story. With the 
scenario of arriving in an unknown location, bewildered by foreign customs, 
peculiar animals and curious objects, we will link this to the Vikings and their 
method of immigration. We will consider the perspective of the father and 
daughter through farewell letters before embarking on a journey.  
 
Fiction – Fantasy Fiction  
We will work on fantasy/adventure narrative with a historical setting using 
‘Magnus Chase’ which is modern story based on Viking mythology. The use of 
features such as flashbacks and plot deviations will be studied along with a 
focus on the power of description as the reader imagines these worlds of 
fantasy. Description is vital as the fantasy element relies on ideas, characters 
and settings being imagined by the reader.  
 
Fiction – Gothic Horror  
We will study the features of this genre and explore famous titles. Practising 
these features in turn through exercises such as writing setting and character 
descriptions, we will use the skeleton structure from ‘The Wind in the Wall’ to 
create our own spooky gothic narratives.  
 
Poetry  
Our focus will be odes – both traditional and modern – inspired by the ‘hero’ - 
quintessential or twisted – from our novel, Magnus Chase.   

 

Number – Place Value 
Read, write and order numbers up to 10,000,000 and determine the value of each digit  
Multiplying And dividing by powers of 10  
Number lines to 10,000,000 
Round numbers to a given degree of accuracy 
Compare and order any integer  
Use negative numbers in context 
Number – Calculation 
Solve addition and subtraction multi step problems, deciding on operations and methods 
Multiply and divide multi-digit numbers by 2-digit numbers using correct methods 
Interpret remainders with division as whole numbers, fractions or by rounding 
Division using factors  
Division with remainders 
Common multiples and factors using rules of divisibility 
Identify common factors, common multiples and prime numbers to 100 
Square and cube numbers 
Order of Operations  
Mental calculations and estimation using reasoning from known facts 
Fractions 
Use common factors to simplify fractions; use common multiples to express fractions in the same denomination 
Simplifying fractions and equivalent fractions, also placing them on number lines 
Compare and order fractions 
Add and subtract fractions with different denominators and mixed numbers, using equivalents 
Multiply and divide fractions by integers and other fractions using correct methods 
Fractions of amounts (including finding the whole from an amount) 
Converting Units 
Converting and calculating with metric measures 
Use imperial measures 
Convert between miles and kilometres 

SCIENCE HISTORY  
Evolution & Inheritance  
We will recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information. We will 
also study the offspring of living things and the variation that occurs, and this will lead us onto how plants 
and animals are adapted to suit their environment and that adaptation may lead to evolution.  
Light: How we see things 
We will look at how light travels and taking a closer look at the eye and how it works and incorporating 
shadow work.  

                                            

We will take a fascinating journey back in time to challenge our modern-day perception of the Vikings and 
question stereotypes. We will place the Vikings within the context of history and explore how they gained 
a bad reputation. We will look at Viking settlement and how this was achieved by exploring Viking and 
Saxon accounts of key events. Also, we will discover the Vikings as raiders and as settlers and use 
historical sources to help support our enquiry.  

 

                        



GEOGRAPHY RE 
We are going to explore the location, features and culture of Norway, Sweden and Denmark whilst also 
finding out how climates differ in the various areas of Scandinavia. We can then examine how areas of 
the UK and Scandinavia are similar and different in terms of lifestyle and culture.  

 

                        

Creation 
This unit explores what it means to be the ‘People of God’ through the eyes of Moses. Having been 
created by God, we exercise our freedom to deepen our relationship with God and overcome the barriers 
of jealousy and disharmony. It also highlights the need to follow God’s law and by upholding the 
commandments, we uphold the will of God. Upholding the will of God involves personal choices and often 
sacrifices. The nature of this sacrifice is explored in this unit. The work of the Church in overcoming the 
barriers is also considered. 
Prayers, Saints & Feasts 
This unit explores the concept of heaven and the Church’s belief in Mary and the feasts celebrated 
in her honour. It examines our understanding of what heaven is. 
The children will take a more detailed look at the lives of the Holy Souls and the saints and their 
significance for us today. 
Advent 
This unit provides a further detail on the nature of the Messiah who is to come. The parables we study will 
show the preparation for the coming of God’s Kingdom.  

PE COMPUTING 
Swimming 

We will learn to swim competently using a range of strokes effectively and performing safe self-rescue in water.   
 
Invasion Games: Football  

We will use different techniques for passing, controlling and shooting the ball and apply the basic principles of team play to keep 
possession of the ball; use markers, tactics and interception to improve defence and understand what position they are playing in 
the team.    
 

                                                                              

Online Safety: Explore how sharing online can have 

both positive and negative impacts; seek consent on 
sharing online content; learn about ‘digital reputation’; 
describe ways to manage passwords and study 
strategies to identify scams   
Programming: Decompose a program into an algorithm; 

write increasingly more complex algorithms; debugging 
existing code to explore a problem; use loops; 
programme using Python and use logical thinking to 
explore software, testing ideas continuously. 

                                      

ART PSHE  
Our focus will be dragons as we create 3D sculpture work in the form of dragon eyes using 
clay. 
We will develop our drawing skills through the use of sketching pencils to create portraits of 
Viking gods with tone and light and shade. We will incorporate a study of the work of artist 
Bisa Butler and use her as inspiration to re-create our pencilled portraits into colourful and 
abstract pieces.  

                                                 

Created and Loved by God explores the individual. Rooted in the teaching that we are made 

in the image and likeness of God, it helps children to develop an understanding of the 
importance of valuing themselves as the basis for personal relationships. 
Our specific gospel story will be ‘Calming of the Storm’ and this will help the children know 
that:  

 We were created individually by God who cares for us and wants us to put our faith in 
Him. 

 Physically becoming an adult is a natural phase of life. 

 Lots of changes will happen during puberty and sometimes it might feel confusing, but 
it is all part of God’s great plan, and the results will be worth it! 

 



SPANISH 
All Aboard  

In this unit, children will learn to name Spanish-speaking countries and some towns in Spain. 
They will learn the days of the week and some phrases about the weather. They add to their 
repertoire of songs and rhymes to help them remember new language. Children will use prior 
knowledge of numbers and months, with the days of the week to say and write the date in 
Spanish.  
Pocket Money  

In this unit, children continue to gain confidence in manipulating numbers and learn further 
expressions for likes and dislikes. They will begin to learn about the euro and prepare and 
perform a radio or TV advert for a toy.  

DT 
Our focus for DT will be textiles. We will be creating banners that would could have been 
used in battle using a variety of embroidered stitches. We will also learn about cooking and 
preparing food for a Viking feast. 

MUSIC 
Our children will be learning to sing songs, in unison and two parts, with clear diction, control 
of pitch, a sense of phrase and musical expression. They will play tuned and un-tuned 
instruments with rhythmic accuracy and further their understanding of pulse and beat.  

 


