
 

Wild Waters! Year 5 

  

 

Essential Knowledge 

  

  

  

 

By the end of this unit children will know... 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate rivers 

within cities and counties in the UK, countries in the continents around 

the world.  

• Use their understanding to describe how rivers are formed; how the 

journey of the river progresses from source to mouth; the process of the 

water cycle. 

• Describe and understand how settlements have been made around 

rivers. 

• Carry out fieldwork at a local river, making observations and 

measurements, then recording using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

  

  

  

·  

  

  

  

 

Energise Explore 

  

Launch 

  Physical geography is a key area of 

children’s knowledge in KS2. They will 

learn to understand the water cycle, 

explain how rivers form, their uses, to 

compare rivers in the UK and abroad as 

well as investigating how they affect the 

landscape.  

Children will also look at the formation and 

effect of volcanoes on the landscape as a 

link to previous learning. 

Children will visit the Wessex Water complex in 

Trowbridge to explore the work done and relate it to 

the water cycle. 

Children will link their learning to climate change, 

dystopian fiction and non-fiction writing in English. 

Children will look at water and rovers in art, DT 

modelling of water wheels and the experiments of 

Leonardo Da Vinci. They will create models of rivers 

and waterfalls. 

 

We will continually review the children’s 

learning through questioning, quizzes and 

assessment for learning. 

Local River studies to enable to see for 

themselves the importance of 

understanding physical geography with 

children visiting nearby river for fieldwork. 

 

 



 

Wild Waters and Soaring into the Stratosphere 

ENGLISH MATHS 

Non-Fiction –  

We will be writing non-chronological reports detailing the water 

cycle and the Mars Rover. We will compose emails and formal 

letters; write persuasive speeches and sequels relating to the 

book Floodland.  

 

Fiction – Time lapse / Flash back science 

fiction style story 

Using visual literacy with film Replay alongside texts children will write 

their own stories using flash backs and science fiction vocabulary. We 

will look at writing by Christopher Edge and Frank Cottrell Boyce for 

elements of descriptive writing, first and third person comparison and 

tenses. 

  

Poetry  

We will look at figurative language such as metaphors, similes and 

descriptive language within poems based on the book Inside Out and 

Back again.  
 

In Guided Reading we will look at the book Fortunately the Milk to 

help children identify rhyme, repetition and flashbacks / foretelling 

in stories. 

Measurement- perimeter and area 

Convert between different units of metric measure 

Understand and use approximate equivalences between metric units and common imperial units such as inches, pounds 

and pints 

Measure and calculate the perimeter of shapes in centimetres and metres 

Calculate and compare the area of rectangles (including squares) 

Estimate volume and capacity 

Solve problems involving converting between units of time. Use all four operations to solve problems involving 

measure using decimal notation including scaling. 

 

Number – Multiplication and division 

Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number using a formal written method, including long 

multiplication for two-digit numbers  

Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts 

Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short division and interpret 

remainders appropriately for the context 

 

Number – Fractions 

Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same number 

Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given fraction, represented visually, including tenths and 

hundredths 

Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from one form to the other and write mathematical 

statements > 1 as a mixed number 

Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiples of the same number 

Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole numbers, supported by materials and diagrams 

Read and write decimal numbers as fractions 

Recognise and use thousandths 
Round decimals with 2 decimal places to the nearest whole number and to 1 decimal place 

Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to 3 decimal places 

Solve problems involving number up to 3 decimal places 

 

 

SCIENCE HISTORY  

Space –  

We will investigate space including children learning to:  

describe the movement of the Earth, and other planets, relative to the Sun in the solar system 

describe the movement of the Moon relative to the Earth 

describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approximately spherical bodies 

use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night, and the apparent movement of the sun across the 

sky. 

 

 

Children will investigate the relevance of the River Wylye to Warminster, how the town formed 

around the roiver and others in Wiltshire around the Rover Avon. 

 



 

Changes of materials –  

Demonstrate that dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes 

Explain that some changes result in the formation of new materials, and that this kind of change is not usually 

reversible, including changes associated with burning and the action of acid on bicarbonate of soda. 

GEOGRAPHY RE 

Rivers  

Pupils will learn that rivers and river systems, are dynamic; changing the landscape in visible and at times 

dramatic ways. While only a fraction of the world’s fresh water is visible in lakes and rivers, river systems can 

have a fundamental impact on peoples’ lives.  We will follow the journey of a river through its upper, middle and 

lower course; from its source in the mountains, through the meanders of flatter land, to the estuary and its 

mouth. They will also understand the process of flooding and why and how rivers breach their banks. Using a 

case study of a recent flood events in the UK, pupils then see the causes and consequences of flooding in real 

life and how flooding effects both people and places. 

 

Pupils will understand the geographical location of the main rivers in the UK. Then, looking closely at three OS 

map extracts at different points along the River Thames, pupils develop their map skills undertaking a range of 

tasks. These mapping activities will also highlight the physical features of the river system and ask pupils for 

evidence of how the use of the River Thames has changed over time. The characteristics of the river and 

surrounding landscape, at different points along its course will be located and examined.  

 

We will look at North and South America, as well as England’s highest unbroken waterfall. Pupils will learn about 

the structure and formation of waterfalls. Using case studies of the Niagara Falls on the US/Canadian border 

and the Angel Falls in Venezuela, pupils will understand more about the physical and human geography of these 

spectacular river features. Gaping Gill, England’s highest unbroken waterfall will also be featured. 

.Christmas 

We explore the Christmas story in great detail and look at some of the difficulties encountered by the Holy Family 

as a result of the Birth of Jesus. In particular, the effects of being homeless and a refugee are covered. 

Connections are made between the plight of Jesus and the homeless and refugees today. The role of King Herod 

highlights the problems faced by the refugees and homeless today. 

 

Revelation 

This unit considers the recognition of God’s revelation of Himself in Jesus, by John the Baptist. Study of certain 

parables assists with our understanding of the Kingdom of God and helps deepen understanding of how the divine 

revelation is communicated and passed on. Jesus, through his parables, teaches us to recognise God’s Kingdom. 

 

Lent 

Understanding of the Temptation of Jesus and the symbolism of Lent is revised. Ways in which we prepare for 

Easter in Lent are explored at a deeper level. Preparation for Easter involves becoming more like Jesus. St Paul 

provides a quick guide for how this can be achieved. 

 

Holy Week 

With particular focus on Christ driving the traders from the temple. Pupils will have the opportunity to explore what 

part this played in the events of Holy Week and what it tells us about Jesus. 

PE COMPUTING 

Dance –  

We will explore different forms of dance including disco, Charleston and the Haka 

 

Hockey –  

With an emphasis on control and teamwork we will learn to manoeuvre, pass and strike the ball 

effectively 

 

Multimedia- presenting information 

Using Office and Google programmes to present and share work and information – inserting 

appropriate pictures and formatting. Working collaboratively 

 

ART PSHE  

We will be developing our drawing and painting skills, exploring how artists depict water in 

different media. 

We will look closely at the work of Hockney, Da Vinci and Monet to provide contrast and a view of 

artists from different schools. 

 

We will explore printing techniques including block prints and screen pringint. 

 

Active citizens 

We will focus on our school values and mission, exploring how they encourage us to be active citizens 

at home, school and in our community. As a school, we will continue to work towards the Live Simply 

award.  

RSE – covering puberty, growing up and emotional changes 



SPANISH 

We will continue to look at greetings, describing ourselves and our families. 

Investigate rhythm, beat and learn songs by heart to perform. We will continue to learn 

the ukulele. 
DT 

We will design and test water wheels using the work of Leonardo Da Vinci to make moving part 

machines. 

We will look at cooking basic soups and bread using local ingredients. 

 

MUSIC 


