
 

 London’s Burning Year 1 

Essential Knowledge 

  

  

  

 

By the end of this unit children will... 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

• Recognise and explain why The Great Fire of London happened and the changes that 

occurred as a result. 

• Identify differences between ways of life of people at the time of the fire, compared with 

today. 

• Compare two versions of reports of The Great Fire. 

• Compare pictures documenting the fire. 

• Discuss reliability of pictures/ accounts/stories. (Perception and judgement). 

• Use a source – observe or handle sources to answer questions about the fire on the 

basis of simple observations. 

• Ask perceptive questions to form a line of enquiry. 

• Can orally retell the main episodes of The Great Fire in the correct order and write 

captions to accompany sequenced pictures. 

• Make, taste and compare Indian food to traditional food in Britain.  

 

Intent 

  

Implementation Impact 

The Great Fire of London is a key event 

beyond the children’s living memory.  The 

theme links to children’s prior learning of 

chronology within their lifetime and 

parents’ lifetimes.  Now, children will 

explore chronology over a longer time 

period.  They will also build their 

understanding of the reliability of 

information, an essential skill for our digital 

world. 

Children will learn in this topic through a variety of 

activities and across the National Curriculum.  Key 

Stage 1 children love the emergency services and 

will use their passion to explore differences 

between 1666 and the present day.   

Children will learn practically with a virtual visit from 

Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service and 

outside sessions at school.  Links will be drawn 

between history and PSHE for fire safety. 

Children will recall the key facts about the 

Great Fire of London and be able to talk 

confidently when asked what happened.  

They will have gained a strong 

understanding of the chronology of events 

within that week when London burned and 

the wider time period.  This will ground 

children in an historical understanding that 

will be returned to in our Pioneers topic. 



 

London’s Burning 
ENGLISH MATHS 

This term, Year 1 will explore the following text types using our two main books: 

 

The Jolly Postman: 

• Postcards and Informal Letters 

• Narrative Stories 

 

Rapunzel: 

• Fairy Tale Stories 

• Potions and Spells 

Length and Height: Children will compare and measure length and height, 
 
Place Value within 10: Children will sort, count and represent objects; count, read 
and write numbers to 10; count one more and one less; and compare and order 
numbers. 
 
Addition and Subtraction within 10: Children will understand the part-whole 
model; find fact families; derive number bonds to 10; add together; add more; take 
away; find a part; and find the difference. 

SCIENCE HISTORY  
Brilliant Builders: Children will distinguish between an object and the material it is made 
from, and identify a variety of everyday materials.  They will find out how the shape of solid 
objects made from some materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching. 
 
Exploring Changes: Children will describe the physical characteristics of everyday materials 
and explore how ice and wax can be changed.  They will perform simple tests and observe 
closely to gather and record data.  The children will ask scientific questions and think about 
ways to suggest answers. 

Great Fire of London: Key Stage 1 will learn the key events of The Great Fire of London, 
from the fire breaking out in Pudding Lane to the erection of the monument to it a year 
later.  Children will answer enquiry questions: 

• How can we work out how the fire started? 

• What actually happened and how do we know? 

• Why were so many buildings destroyed? 

• How did people survive? 

• How could London be rebuilt? 

• Why is it so important to know about this fire? 

GEOGRAPHY RE 
London: Children will name and locate London on map and understand its location within 
the United Kingdom.  They will identify seasonal and daily weather patterns, as well as both 
human and physical features in our capital city using maps, aerial photographs and digital 
resources.  Children will use basic vocabulary to refer to key geographical features 
including: 

• Physical – beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean and river 

• Human – housing, town, city, village, farm, port, harbour 

Protecting Creation: Children will look at God as creator and how He works through His 
people to protect His creation. 
 
The Rosary: Children will extend their knowledge of the life of Mary and Jesus through 
prayer and Scripture. 
 
Symbolism of Advent: Children will look at the symbolism that helps us get ready to meet 
Jesus. 



PE COMPUTING 
Multi Skills: Children will master basic movements this term by developing ABC: 

• A = agility 

• B = balance 

• C = co-ordination 

E-Safety: Children will learn where to go for help and support when they have concerns 
about material on the internet or online technologies. 
 
The Internet: Children will explore a website to find accurate information. 

ART PSHE  
Collage: Children will use a range of materials creatively to design and make a London’s 
Burning collage.  They will develop a range of art and design techniques in using different 
colours, patterns, textures and shapes.  Children will learn about the collage artist Kurt 
Schwitters. 

Uniqueness: Children will learn what the word ‘unique’ means and consider how they are 

unique.  They will think about how they are part of a family at home, at school and in the 

wider community. 

 

Ourselves: This term, Key Stage 1 will learn about boys and girls in our PSHE sessions. 
SPANISH 

Children will learn: 

• Spanish greetings; 

• The simple number system; and 

• Colours. 

 

DT 
London’s Burning: Children will design a house from 1660s London.  They will then go on to 

make their own model of the house using a range of materials, tools and equipment.  

Evaluating their structure, children will explore how they can be made stronger, stiffer and 

more stable. 

MUSIC 
London’s Burning: Children will use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs 

about the Great Fire of London.  They will play instruments and experiment with creating 

and combining different sounds.  Music will be evident across the curriculum as a tool for 

memorising key spellings and number facts. 

 


