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St. Thomas Newsletter 

September 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back! 

A big welcome back to school! The children are now entering a new and final year of primary school at St. George’s and they have settled in 

well across this week as they get used to the expectations and routines of life in Year 6. There are many aspects of life in Year 6 to be excited 

about with all the new experiences which are different to their previous years here: taking on a more prominent and responsible role within 

the wider school, leading various initiatives which will have a positive impact on the children of the school; their residential trip; taking their 

Key Stage 2 SATs tests in May and preparing for their transition to secondary school. With the reduced restrictions, the children will be 

able to make good progress in their roles of responsibility as they can operate much more freely in the school environment.   

 

‘Viking: valiant or vicious?’ is the enquiry question which we will base our history topic on this term. The details of what we will be 

learning can be found on our topic web which will provide you with a curriculum overview for the autumn term and the particular areas of 

focus for each subject. 

The routine for St. Thomas class will be as follows: 

 

Reading: 

As with previous years, the children will be expected to read each night Monday to Thursday for fifteen minutes and at least once over the 

weekend, either Friday, Saturday or Sunday (or indeed more!). In Year 6, we encourage the children themselves to take ownership of their 

reading and would like them to complete their own student planners each night, noting which book they have read, the page numbers they 

read from and to and a brief comment about that section of reading.  

We continue to ask parents to sign the student planners at least once a week to support with monitoring their reading. I have asked the 

children to choose a ‘Big Cat’ book and another fiction or non-fiction book so that they have access to shorter and longer fiction and can 

choose which one they would like to focus on each night for reading at home. This approach to reading has been very successful as we 

encourage children to access a wide and varied range of fiction and non-fiction texts and become excited and engaged with the world of 

books.  

 

The children can track their progress with reading using our class ‘Reading Olympiad’ which has been placed at the back of their student 

planners. It’s great to see they are already underway with it, beginning to complete challenges to achieve a Bronze, Silver, Gold or 

Platinum Award – earning Dojo points at the same time!  

 

The student planners contain many learning resources to support the children across the curriculum from times tables to the statutory 

word lists for Year 6 and we will expect the children to handle them with care and be proud that they represent our school. Due to the nature 

of their personalisation, any replacement planner will be at a cost of £2.00.  

 
 

      Spellings: 

The children will receive weekly spellings which will be sent home on a Friday to be tested the following Friday. We are continuing with our 

‘Success at Spelling’ initiative where all children will have a Bronze, Silver and Gold set of words linked to the class spelling foci for that 

week. All children will be tested on Bronze with further challenge given with Silver and Gold.  

 

          PE: 

Year 6 children have swimming lessons scheduled for this half term and most of next half term also (final swimming date tbc) and we 

have already had our first session at the pool this week. This makes our P.E days for Year 6 a Wednesday and a Thursday and on both 

days, the children will need to come to school in their P.E kits on both days. Children will require the normal school PE kit: blue shorts and 

blue t-shirt, trainers and blue jumper or optional school hoodie.  
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         Art/DT: 

We would be grateful if the children could bring in an old over-sized t-shirt or shirt which is labelled and can be used in school as an ‘art 

apron’.  They can then keep this on their peg to use throughout the year.                        

                                       

    Homework: 

This term, in addition to daily reading and times tables practise, homework will be in the form of the ‘Autumn Term POWer Project’ 

whereby the children can earn points from an exciting mixture of activities linked to our Viking topic for this term. The children have 

placed this at the back of their student planners, alongside the Reading Olympiad. The children can earn Dojo points and raffle tickets for 

completing tasks which could result in a small prize.  

The children are also encouraged to use Doodle Maths, Doodle Spelling, Doodle Spelling and Doodle Tables ‘little and often’ to make it into 

the green zone each week. If your child needs a reminder of their login details, please let me know and I can help.  

https://doodlelearning.com/  

                                                                    

         Home time arrangements: 

If your child is being picked up by somebody different, please notify us by email, phone, by note or through Class Dojo so that children can 

be sent home safely. If it is likely to be an arrangement on a regular basis, it would be best to give the school permission for the entire school 

year. 

                   Zoom Talk: 

I will be arranging a zoom meeting over the next few weeks to say hello to those of you I have not yet met and for you to ask any questions 

about Year 6. Details to follow.   

In the meantime, if you need to get in touch, Class Dojo is the best way to contact me and to see updates on what is happening in class.  

Thank you for your support and cooperation.  

 

With best wishes, 

Mr Halligan 
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